
Bird Watching & Wildlife Tour of South India

Hemmed by Western Ghats from east and Malabar hill coast from west, South India is one of the popular tourist destinations of India. Apart from these natural treasures, it is also famed for its excellent collection of diverse wildlife. The lush tropical rain forests of South-Indian states are paradise for wildlife enthusiasts and bird watchers and provide a golden opportunity to view some endangered species. 
DAY 01: ARRIVE BANGALORE
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Welcome to India.  Assistance on your arrival at Bangalore airport by our representative and will transfer you to the hotel. The garden city of Bangalore is the capital of the southern Indian state of Karnataka. Situated at about 1000 meters above sea level. Overnight at the hotel.

DAY 02: BANGALORE-MYSORE
After breakfast drive to Mysore (125-kms / 3 hrs.) en route visiting 
Srirangapatnam – once the capital of Hyder Ali and his son Tipu Sultan.  The temple of Lord Srirangapatnam is, said to have been, built by the Chieftain Thirumalaiah in 894 AD. Upon arrival check-in at the hotel.  
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Mysore is the cultural capital of Karnataka. It is a majestic, mysterious and mesmersing city. Mysore has a number of historical and heritage building. Afternoon sightseeing tour of Mysore City visit the Palace of the Maharaja built in 1911-12.  The Palace is of harmonious syntheses of the Hindu and saracenic style of architecture with archways, dome turrets, colonnades and sculptures, which are magnificent.  Visit the Art Gallery, drive up to Chamundi Hill to see the Chamundeshwari Temple and a panoramic view of Mysore.  On your way back, see the Nandi Bull.  Overnight at the hotel.

DAY 03: MYSORE - RANGANATHITTU –MYSORE
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 After breakfast, proceed for full day excursion to Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary. This birding site with lush green islands on the river Cauvery. The is known for migratory birds from Siberia, Australia & South America. It's a great place to spot Spoon bills, Open Bill Stork, White Ibis, Little Egret, Darter, Pond Heron, Cattle Egret, Cormorant, Wild Duck, Peafowl, large cormorant, shags , river tern, great stone plover, kingfisher, Indian cliff swallow and the lesser whistling teal. Also is offers a great chance to witness Marsh crocodiles, otters, Flying foxes, bonnet macaque, common mongoose, palm civet.  Overnight at the hotel.
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 DAY 04: MYSORE –NAGARHOLE

After breakfast drive to Nagarhole National Park which is the largest stretch of protected forest in India, the formation of forest is dry scrub - moist deciduous with forest of rosewood, sandal, Oak ,bamboo & teak. The park boosts a great variety of wildlife including Asiatic Elephants, tigers, leopards, Gaur, Squirrels, Sambar , Chittal , Monkeys, Mouse Deers, different species of mongoose, monkeys, otters, Pangoline etc. Enjoy a wildlife viewing on the afternoon jeep safari trip. Overnight at the wildlife lodge.
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DAY 05: NAGARHOLE NATIONAL PARK

Early morning wildlife viewing and bird watching in the park or a Coracle ride on the Kabini River. Enjoy an evening jeep ride or an Elephant ride into the Nagarhole Jungle. Overnight at the wildlife lodge.

DAY 06: NAGARHOLE-BANDIPUR NATIONAL PARK
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Morning drive to Bandipur National Park, situated among the foothills of Western Ghat & Nilgiri Mountains, Bandipur has remarkable variety of flora and fauna. This place is home to Leopard , Asiatic Wild Dogs, Stripped Hyenas, Jackals, Jungle Cats, Leopard Cats, Rusty Spotted Cats, Palm Civet, Small Indian Civets, Otters and four different species of Mongooses (the common stripe necked, brown and ruddy mongooses), Gaur, Sambar, Cheetal, Muntjac, Barking Deer, Mouse Deer, Four-Horn Antelope, Pangolin, Indian Porcupine, Fruit Bat, Spender Loris, Langur, Bonnet Macaque, Wild Pig, Black Saped Hare and variety of reptiles such as Rock Python, Cobra, Marsh Crocodile, Monitor Lizard, Rat Snake, Wolf Snake, Common Krait, Runel's Viper Bamboo Pit Viper and Green Keel Back are also found here. Bandipur is great destination for birding also. Afternoon visit inside the wildlife sanctuary in jeeps. Overnight stay at the wildlife lodge.

DAY 07: BANDIPUR NATIONAL PARK 
Morning & evening wildlife viewing and bird watching. Overnight stay at the wildlife lodge.
DAY 08: BANDIPUR NATIONAL PARK – OOTY
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 After breakfast drive to Ooty (80-kms / 3 hrs.). Afternoon proceed for the guided sightseeing of Botanical garden, Dottabeta Park and tea plantations. See the beautiful 'Blue hills' of the Nilgiris, go on nature walks along winding roads, see hill slopes covered with greenery and wild flowers, hear the silence of the mountains broken only by the calls of birds and the chirping of crickets, while in Ooty: Stand at the edge of a cliff and see the astounding view of undulating hills and valleys extending as far as the eye can see. Overnight at the hotel.

DAY 09: OOTY - MUNNAR 

After breakfast drive to to Munnar, hill town of Munnar, Located at a height of 1600mts.Munnar town was  the summer resort for British. Munnar is the highest tea estate in the world. Afternoon at leisure or free for optional activities - explore the Tea Gardens, Botanical Garden or Ooty Lake. Overnight at hotel.

DAY 10: MUNNAR-ERAVIKULAM NATIONAL PARK- MUNNAR
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 Morning Afternoon drive to Eravikulam National Park, the area is tropical evergreen forest. Grasslands, shrubs, and forests are what one finds throughout. Grasslands with patches of forests known as sholas in between cover almost the entire region. This Sanctuary is set up for the preservation of the endangered Nilgiri Tahr and is home to Elephants. Overnight at the hotel.
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DAY 11: MUNNAR- PERIYAR WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
After breakfast drive to Periyar (3 hrs.) In the lap of the mountains, the Periyar wildlife sanctuary's environ is like a canvas of many shades. The fresh air of the moist deciduous forest gives one a chance to experience the peace and serenity and long to return for more. Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary-Set high in the ranges of the Western Ghats, in God’s Own Country, Kerala, is the Periyar National Park and Tiger Reserve. Periyar wildlife sanctuary has a picturesque lake at the heart of the sanctuary. Formed with the building of a dam in 1895, this reservoir meanders around the contours of the wooded hills, providing a permanent source of water for the local wildlife. Though it is a Tiger Reserve, tourists come here to view the Indian elephants in the act of ablution and playfulness by the Periyar Lake.
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Afternoon Nature Walk in Tiger Reserve. The birdlife comprises of Darters, Cormorants, Kingfishers, the great Malabar Hornbill and racket-tailed Drongoes. The reptilian population boasts Of Monitor Lizards that can be spotted basking in the sun, on the rocks along the lakeshore. Overnight at the hotel.

DAY 12: PERIYAR WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
 Morning boating in the Periyar Lake for the best opportunity to see wildlife at close quarters. Visitors who trek into the Periyar national park often see a Python and sometimes even a King Cobra. Overnight at the hotel.
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DAY 13: PERIYAR – ALAPPUZHA (HOUSEBOAT)

After breakfast drive to Alappuzha en route visiting a Spice Plantation, to board the Houseboat and cruise  through the Backwaters of Kerala. Staying in this moving Palace is breathtakingly stimulating experience. While sailing through canals one sees different scenes from the villages, paddy fields, coconut palms, fisherman and local life.  The cool breeze from the Lake make you sleep early in the night after anchoring in a fancy place. Dinner and Overnight in the houseboat.
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DAY 14: KUMARAKORAM 
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Disembark from your houseboat at Kumarakom and check-in at your resort.  Later visit Kumarakoram Bird Sanctuary, located on the banks of the Vembanad Lake, the bird sanctuary is spread across 14 acres. The Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary, an ornithologist's paradise is a favourite haunt of migratory birds like the Siberian Stork, Egret, Darter, Heron and Teal. Overnight at the hotel.
DAY 15: KUMARAKOM-COCHIN 

Morning drive to Cochin. Arrive Cochin & check into the hotel Afternoon start sightseeing trip of Cochin:  Visit Dutch Palace, with its murals from the Ramayana, the Jewish Synagogue in Mattancherry and St Francis' Church in Fort Cochin.This evening enjoy a Kathakali performance, a traditional dance form of Kerala. Overnight at the hotel.
DAY 16: DEPART COCHIN
In time departure transfer to the airport to board your flight to Bangalore or Chennai and to connect flight back home.
END OF THE TOUR

CHECK-IN/OUT AT THE HOTELS IS 12 NOON
HOTELS ENVISAGED:

	CITY
	FIRST CLASS HOTELS
	3 STAR HOTELS
	NIGHTS

	BANGALORE
	JAYAMAHAL PALACE
	BANGALORE INTERNATIONAL
	01

	MYSORE
	REGAALIS
	SANJESH THE PRINCE
	02

	NAGARHOLE
	KINGS SANCTUARY
	KINGS SANCTUARY
	02

	BANDIPUR
	CICADA RESORT
	CICADA RESORT
	02

	OOTY
	SULLIVAN COURT
	MONARCH
	01

	MUNNAR
	ABAD COPPER CASTLE
	ABAD COPPER CASTLE
	02

	PERIYAR
	ELEPHANT COURT
	PERIYAR MEDOWS
	02

	ALLEPPEY
	DLX AC HOUSE BOAT
	DLX AC HOUSE BOAT
	01

	KUMARAKOM
	BACKWATER RIPPLES
	KUMARAKOM LAGOON
	01

	COCHIN
	ABAD RESIDENCIA
	ABAD ATTRIUM
	01


· During the jungle safaris Tiger sighting is not guaranteed and it purely on the luck of the visit and we should not be held responsible if anyone did not sight a tiger.

· All wildlife sanctuaries remain closed in India from 01 June to 30 Sep, hence this tour is not operational during this period.

· The rates quoted are not valid from 20 December to 05 January, which is the high peak period and would attract a high season supplement during this period.

TOUR COST

	No. of paying persons
	First Class Hotels
	3 Star Hotels

	Validity:
	Till 30 Jun ‘10
	01 Oct-30 Jun ‘11
	Till 30 Jun, ‘10
	01 Oct-30 Jun ‘11

	02 paying persons
	US$ 2450
	US$ 2745
	US$ 2280
	US$ 2550

	03 paying persons
	US$ 2300
	US$ 2580
	US$ 2130
	US$ 2380

	04 paying persons
	US$ 2150
	US$ 2460
	US$ 2025
	US$ 2260

	05-07 paying persons
	US$ 2145
	US$ 2440
	US$ 2000
	US$ 2245

	08-09 paying persons
	US$ 2130
	US$ 2390
	US$ 1960
	US$ 2195

	10-14 paying persons
	US$ 2100
	US$ 2360
	US$ 1935
	US$ 2140

	Single room Suppl.
	US$ 1050
	US$ 1200
	US$ 880
	US$ 960

	Airfare on Cochin-Bangalore 
	US$ 148 per person (subject to change)


· The above would attract a service Tax of 2.575% which is the present Govt. Service Tax applicable and is subject to change by the Govt.

· First Class Hotels are a combination of 5 Star and good 4 star plus hotels & 3 star hotels are a combination of 4 Star and 3 star plus hotel except at the Wildlife Sanctuaries where the best resort has been envisaged.

· The airfare quotes is presently applicable and is subject to change by the airlines.

	Rate includes:

· Accommodation on twin sharing bed and breakfast basis for total of 15 nights at the hotels foreseen below or similar in the chosen category.

· Full board meals for 2 nights each at Nagarhole, 2 nights at Bandipur 01 night on board House Boat.

· Assistance on arrival/departure by our representatives at Hotel/Airport.

· All transportation using air-conditioned chauffeur driver vehicles.

· 01 Safari to Rangnathittu Bird Sanctuary.

· 4 Jungle Safaris by Canter to Nagarhole National Park.

· 4 Jungle Safaris to Bandipur National Park.

· 1 Jungle Safari to Eravikulam National Park.

· One Boat ride on Periyar Lake.

· One Walking Tour of Periyar Wildlife  Sanctuary.   

· All currently applicable entrance fees to the monuments & Wildlife Sanctuaries.

· Services of a locally appointed English-speaking guide or naturalist.
	Rates do not include:

· Meals other than specified above.
· Camera fees at the monuments & national parks.
· Airfare on domestic sector (approximate supplement quoted separately).
· Tips and gratuities.
· Medical & Travel Insurance.
· Expenses of any personal nature such as laundry, beverages, telephone calls etc.
· Any alcoholic or non alcoholic drinks during the meals included.
· Any other expenses not covered above.




